Site Selection Process and Criteria Approval

Task 4 - Item 9 

The rational for site selection are included in the research proposal.  The purpose of this study is to replicate a program to increase helmet use and proper helmet in middle schools, which was carried out in Pinellas County and in Lee County Florida in other regions of the country to determine if similar results can be achieved. In the proposal, it has been determined that three different regions of the country would be selected for this replication and that four middle schools would be selected in each of the three regions or states.

The criteria for selecting 4 middle schools in each of 3 States are based on the following criteria:

a) The selected States should be from different regions of the US so that positive changes in helmet use by middle school students cannot be attributed to specific regional or state characteristics.

b) The selected schools should be in a jurisdiction with a helmet law.  We recognize that all states and local jurisdictions do not require middle school aged children to wear and properly wear a helmet when riding their bikes.  We have nonetheless limited our choice to jurisdiction with a helmet law to limit the effect of such a variable in the study.

c) The selected schools in each of the 3 state jurisdictions will need to be sufficiently close to each other to permit one supervisor to oversee and assist in the implementation of the program in each school.

d) The number of middle school students riding their bicycles to school is another important variable.  We have selected a minimum of 120 students in each state or cluster of 4 schools for statistical reasons.  It also appears, from our informal contacts, that a group of 20 students biking to school is a low average number for typical middle schools.  We are also interested in knowing if our program will have an impact on increasing the number of students biking to school.

e) The selected schools will need to have a good working relationship with the local police agency because we want to involve the School Resource Officer (SRO) or equivalent to participate in the program.

f) Proximity of the middle schools to a senior high school where middle school students are likely to go is one criterion we have added because we are interested in establishing a link between the two school levels.  In subsequent studies, should funding be available, we hope to:
· Examine the impact of senior high school students as positive models to promote safe bicycling in middles schools, and
· Examine the impact serving as a model can have on senior high students bicycling behavior with an emphasis on proper helmet use. 
· Conduct follow-up research on the impact of our program on the middle school students that participate on our study when they reach the senior high school level.

g) Signed informed consent will be required of school principals for transparency and research integrity.

h) The selected schools must agree to begin the helmet program at the beginning of the school year in August or September 2010. 

Based on the above mentioned rational and criteria, Ron and I will give preference to schools that meet the following criteria for the study:

a) Middle schools that are within a 30 mile diameter in each of the selected States.

b) Middle schools that provide signed informed consent to participate in the study by the principal on behalf of the school authority.

c) Middle schools that have a minimum of 20 students per school and a total of 120 students for the cluster of 4 schools that regularly ride their bike to school and have the potential to increase the number to students riding to school.

d) Middle schools that are served by SROs and/or have a good working relationship with the local police agency.

e) Sets of 4 schools will be selected from 3 states, preferably two in states where students ride their bikes for most of the school year and one state where students ride their bikes for a minimum of 10 weeks in the fall and at least 6 weeks in the spring.

f) Middle schools that agree to begin to program in September 2010. 

Ron and I have contacted several people in states that we think would be interested and that have schools that would meet these criteria.  I have met with Mighk Wilson, "Mr. Bicycle" in Orlando and Ron has contacted interested persons in Chicago and Ann Arbor.  We have had discussions with a colleague in Arizona. We expect to select all our schools within the following 2 months. 
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